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Aria
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Programme Note

The recorder is an instrument of great versatility, yet also of extreme limitations. It cannot readily

vary articulation or dynamics, yet it encompasses a range of instruments capable of the most magical
sounds. Renaissance and baroque music suits the recorder so very well because it relies purely on
the musical notes, rhythms and harmonies. There is no attempt to create effects and it is the music
itself that makes it work or not. This work, commissioned by the UK Society of Recorder Players, came
with a brief: that it must be playable by musicians, be they amateur or professional, and there were
limitations in terms of technical demands. This made it critical to create something that was utterly
idiomatic while being manageable and musically satisfying. It turned to the Renaissance and Baroque
models | have been brought up on as a keen baroque trumpeter. Orlando Gibbons ‘In Nomines’ are
works | hold dear, and these became a starting point. Pavans and Galliards by Anthony Holborne are
also pieces | remember with great fondness. Then there are those Baroque arias that often make
movements within sonatas of great beauty. Final hockets are pieces that always grab my attention.
These were my chosen subjects, and | set about composing modern day equivalents. But my language
was still far too complicated, and the twisting chromatic lines had to be subdued. My music began to
take on a lightness, and the comparative tonality pleased me. This is a work that can and should be
enjoyed by many. It acts as a bridge between a past and contemporary musical language, where each
and every note counts and where lines depend on each other for completeness of intent and purpose.

© Paul Max Edlin 2014

Biography
Paul Max Edlin has a career that encompasses composing, performing, lecturing and artistic direction.

Edlin studied at the Royal College of Music (composition with Edwin Roxburgh and trumpet with John
Wallace) and at Sussex University where he took his doctorate (studying with Michael Finnissy). His
works have been performed both nationally and abroad by many of the UK's leading artists such as
London Sinfonietta, Arditti Quartet, Sarah Connolly CBE, Dame Evelyn Glennie, Nicholas Daniel, Rolf
Hind, Psappha and the Britten and Southbank Sinfonias. His works have been broadcast on BBC 2,
BBC Radio 3, as well as on radio & television abroad. He was elected President of the Incorporated
Society of Musicians (2011 to 2012).

He is Director of Music at Queen Mary University of London and is Artistic Director of Deal Festival of
Music and the Arts.
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At a moderate pace - slightly austere, yet always elegant
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40 At asteady pace, yet with a sense of momentum - always serene

o
y 4N
[ fan YW /)

7%

y AN

<N

[ fan W /1

ANSV AL
[Y)

primi

ZxVE
I/
L= 3

bl Ol 31
Z Vbhe

Tr. Rec.

T.Rec. 1

T. Rec. 2

G. B. Rec.
Cb. Rec.

fn% e _WIX %c
Tyl ST Bk ! 112
Al 1 il L
il | il
[ f_ 1) .
Wl N
- | ~e ]
L
I
ICYII
. panlY ol e I 1R
%L._ Hiel b |L YAEE 1179
L v I%J L) N I
n HH T H I
_ fm BN 1 T ) N % Nl
= T (TR R il
L 1 \ T \ N “H
1 | I | 1 |
L [T ST S S
il
ol L |
SN NN SN . G
AN
F —_ ~ 3 S g
= & 0§ = =z -
&= 2 = - . g



11

sy N N oSy Sose A
W B« C
[ _ 1| 9N | &
L
~e o o] T o ~e
QL T 1 BN QL NI
1 L | &N
(ot o ot \ ot ot
i Ji 1] Il
1| |-alL | I an Bl
L — [ nl
@ _ nl £ Yu1 i [
|| 1L VAR I
il N [ L ]
L YRl | .f |
(‘I [ 1_ { L TITe! 1
N I VAL [
_ 1_7 nl TNl TNl
E==
_t. _ ~ g ~e
[\YHNE QUL TR T T QL
_LHUV N . . ANH‘ P an
YRS T T
N T - -
Al\’.n ole y ole ole v
SN NP NP 4 N g
g = B 8 8 g
~ M nm (7 (7 (7
» . . '

53

i ‘1 sl lall '
N ‘N N =\l I N N ‘AN .| &N
QT <@ N AN . —~
X Ya A - 9N I TN - AT | 8N
. . y . .
LYARN [ 588 [ AR [, a8 [ YRRE
- ™ / - 9 / I- 9N / - 9™ / - 9T

Unl o ~e T N N

T o o o
W T L) T ) )

Ll T e T

{11 ] ~¢ T8\ 1 1

\

L/ T8l
[ p / Al

|
[ Yul ] Te|l
)

T 9] 1 1 1
I N I 2l “N- e
TTR- T I TN TTN- TR /_.glll

2T T L . NA
1 anicy Ll Ik
|t |t . -. | | —

N N Ny A
DAL N N o of N
\

g 9 z. 8 8 g

& nm m . ~ &

i . ' m m o

= = = . O




12

A
(N I
| T 2 Y
el LY
._ u— o
am
o 0 HIA._ ~y 1
i
| N
il
1L QL Ry
| 1 1 1
il |
LYl el |l
58 \ e 1
w[H
ity
iy
1 1 NI lllt 1 1
TN n
A O 1 ! T
NI
. ik 1M 2
L YHEN 1T i i 1 ]
? &l A xﬁ L AI
i

—
—~ v
- 0

[ Fan)
ANIY4
D)
0
b’ 4
y 4N
[ fan)
SV
D)
0H
D' 4
y 4N
[ fan)

57
)
P’ A
y 4N

Tr. Rec.

T. Rec. 1
T. Rec. 2
B. Rec.
G. B. Rec.

Cb. Rec.

' Gl CTmo \
Gy e Ty
il 1 \ i
M AN/ §
o Al L\ (HW [
“ .\ [ ™
g
o\ 1l 1N ol N el _
= N :
S\ ) Hhl- )
S N 1|81 9| & )
Aefl ] T N
[ Ya N ] YN kl.uw _ A N
14 N N el l I
N s va vl
TYi I il‘uw [ N
N Bl o o 1
Hnnur 1N (12N |, xX
TN N o T ~e
.l ol Jell] Sl AL
I
v
HI.N
i
|
Ao N 0 0 Ao
R o I I I
g - o 8 g g
7 m m 7 ~ 7
2 : : .
—~ [ = A H %



13

I - Aria

<

oo o o o o

oo

e B

N e N

y 4N

66 Always retain aJ pulse - gentle, with subdued passion and a sense of grace
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